Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 MBFRV 00331 221941Z 
ACTION ACD A- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 10-13 ISO-OO ACDE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 
USIE-00 INRE-00 ERDA-05 CIAE-00 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 OIC-02 OMB-01 PA-01 PM-04 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 TRSE-00 DODE-OO NSC-05 ERDE-00 /083 W 

045936 221943Z/44 

O 221829Z JUN77 
FM USDEL MBFR VIENNA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2220 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
USMISSION NATO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 
USNMR SHAPE PRIORITY 
USCINCEUR PRIORITY 
USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 

S E C R E T MBFR VIENNA 33 1 

PARIS FOR SECRETARY 

GENEVA FOR SEABED DEL - SLOSS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, NATO, MBFR 

SUBJECT: MBFR: FRG POSITION ON DATA DISAGGREGATION 
REF: BONN 10391 

1 . THE POSSIBILITIES DESCRIBED BY VAN WELL IN THE THIRD PARAGRAPH 
OF REFTEL AS NEW OPTIONS FOR DEALING WITH 'OTHER PERSONNEL" 

TOTALS INCLUDING (A) FAILING TO IDENTIFY NATIONALLY TRAINING SCHOOL 
PERSONNEL, DEFENSE MINISTRY PERSONNEL, AND REAR SERVICES AND 

(B) FAILURE TO IDENTIFY NATIONALLY PERSONNEL OF THE FRG TERRI- 
TORIAL ARMY, ARE IN PRACTICE A REPETITION OF THE PRESENT 
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FRG POSITION OF BEING WILLING TO NATIONALLY DESIGNATE PERSONNEL 
IN MAJOR UNITS BUT NOT RESIDUAL PERSONNEL. POSSIBLE FRG PROPOSALS 
TO CONFINE RESIDUAL PERSONNEL TO EITHER OF THE ABOVE GROUPS WOULD 
NOT REPEAT NOT BE ANY IMPROVEMENT OVER THE PRESENT UNWORKABLE FRG 
PROPOSAL. 

2. HOLDING BACK ANY SIZEABLE NUMBER OF WESTERN MILITARY PERSONNEL 
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IN THE CATEGORY FOR WHICH NO NATIONAL DESIGNATION IS TO BE GIVEN 
WOULD MAKE THE FRG PROPOSAL UNACCEPTABLE TO THE EAST AND INCAPABLE 
OF PRODUCING THE INFORMATION THE WEST NEEDS. EVEN THE PROPOSAL BY 
FRG FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIAL RUCKRIEGER TO WITHHOLD FROM NATIONAL 
DESIGNATION A SMALL SYMBOLIC GROUP OF PERSONNEL IN NATO INTEGRATED 
HEADQUARTERS WOULD GREATLY INCREASE THE DIFFICULTY OF GAINING 
EASTERN ACCEPTANCE FOR THE FRG PROPOSAL. IT WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE 
TO GIVE FRG MINISTER GENSCHER THE IDEA THAT THE OPPOSITION OF THE 
MAJORITY OF ALLIES AGAINST THE FRG PROPOSAL THAT THE ALLIES NOT 
PROVIDE THE NATIONAL DESIGNATION OF RESIDUAL FORCES CAN BE DEALT 
WITH BY ADJUSTMENTS IN THE SIZE OF THE RESIDUAL GROUP. 

3. WE ALSO NOTE THAT THE AIR FORCE TIMES OF JUNE 13, 1977, 

CARRIED AN INTERVIEW WITH COL. SIEGFRIED STORBECK, A MILITARY 
ATTACHE OF THE FRG EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. WHO GAVE THE TOTAL SIZE 
OF FRG FORCES AND SPECIFICALLY STATED THAT 63,000 MEN WERE ASSIGNED 
TO THE TERRITORIAL FORCES. THE OFFICIAL 1973/74 FRG WHITE BOOK GIVES 
STRENGTH OF THE TERRITORIAL FORCES AT 64,000 MEN. THAT IS TO SAY, ONE 
OF THE OPTIONS DESCRIBED BY VAN WELL WOULD INVOLVE HOLDING BACK 
INFORMATION PUBLICLY REVEALED BY FRG OFFICIALS .RESOR 
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